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NATHAN TO LORD NORTH: 


My Lok p, 


F it were my preſent purpoſe merely to put 
I together a twelve-penny pamphlet ſecundum 
artem; ſimply to acquire the applauſe of a few 
readers, and perhaps the reward of a few gui- 
neas; I ſhould imitate the ſtyle of a man who 


has betrayed the morality and literature of his 
Country almoſt as completely as your lordſhip 


has betrayed that country itſelf—I ſhonld ſet 
out, with the detetlable author of the Rambler, 


in his Taxation no Tyranny, by telling of ſame 


fundamental principle or ſome common axiom, 
„ which being generally received, is little 


« doubted, and, being little doubted, has been 


rarely proved.” But, my Lord, I am a na- 
tive of that unhappy cotintry you have ruined, 


I am one of thoſe wretches whom your Lord— 


ſhip's politics have curſed beyond the power 
bf falvation. Real ſorrows ſuit but ill with art. 
Mi Few 
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NATHAN To Lord NORT R. 


Few perhaps will read this letter; fewer ſtill 
will praiſe it: for your Lordſhip's friends and 


adherents are, I fear, more numerous than thoſe 


of freedom or of truth. But I ſhall enjoy a ſa- 
tisfaction, for ſome years unknown to your Lord- 
ſhip—the ſatisfaction of having done my duty. 
My Lord, mine is no diſtinguiſhed pen. All of 
that deſcription your Lordſhip's penſions have 
ſecured. My only motive for writing this letter 
is, becauſe am your Lordſhip's enemy; andI am 
an enemy to your Lordſhip, becauſe I conſider your 
Lordſhip as the greateſt enemy to my country. 


Before I proceed, let me account for drop- 


ping, as I mean to do in the remainder of 


my letter, « My Lord,” and Your Lord- 
„ ſhip' bote magic charms by which, among 
others, a worthleſs individual diſtinguiſhes in 


| this country thoſe who aſſiſt him to enſlave his 


fellow-creatures.—We are created equal. We 
are all men. God never made a Lord, nor 
(what is more) a King. A genuine ſon of free- 
dom can boaſt a more reſpectable pedigree than 


Cad wallader himſelf, or the proudeſt peer in 


parliament. He who was born free, and would 


ſooner die a thouſand deaths than part with li- 


berty, is authorized to take the wall of the 
greateſt monarch ſlavery ever appointed to op- 
preſs a gevates people. Away then with your 


empty 
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cmpty titles! Deteſtation of tyranny is true 
© nobility, and loyalty to freedom — with 


the only real rank and honour. 


Stuck rad with titles or hung round with ſtrings — 
That you may be by Kings, or Whores of Kings. 


Does not Fame more gladly bid her immortal 
lungs amaze the welkin with © Cromwell the 
© regicide, or © Charles Fox the patriot ;” than 
when ſhe trumpets forth, like a news-carrier, 
with one of your Lordſhip's Gazettes, The 
“Right Honourable Sir Frederick North, 
Lord North, LL. D. Firſt Lord of the Trea- 
* ſury, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord 
«© Warden and Admiral of the Cinque Ports 
and Governor of Dover-caſtle, Lord Lieute- 
© nant and Cuſtos Rotulorum of the county of 
* Somerſet, Chancellor of the Univerſity of 
« Oxford, Recorder of Glouceſter and Taun- 
«© ton, One of the Elder Brethren of the Trinity- 
* houſe, Preſident of the Foundling Hoſpital 
cc and of the Aſylum, a Governor of the Turkey 
“% Company and the Charter-houſe, and Knight 
&« of the Garter ?” Not to mention that, however 
good her Ladyſhip's lungs may be, Fame muſt 
find herſelf out of breath, and knock up, long 
before ſhe gets as far as Oxford. 5 
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4 NATHAN TO LORD NO RTR. 


Of Wat Tyler and Jack Straw, this was 
the glorious ſyſtem. It ſhould be recorded in 
letters of diamond. | 


When Adam delved, and Eve ſpan, 
Who was then a gent leman ? 


Mr. Fdmondfon has juſt publi! ed a Complete 
Body of Heraldry, in only two volumes folio, 


which coſts only three pounds ſeven ſhillings— 
but J will defy him, and all the kings at arms 
in the world, to anſwer the queſtion; though 
ſome of the "heraldic writers almoſt attempt to 
prove that their ſcience, ſo exceedingly uſeful at 
| Pieſent, was known before the birth of 


Adam, Eſq; Firſt Lord of the Creation, Lord 
Warden and Governor of Paradiſe, and One of 


the Elder Brethr en of WN 


Another queſtion or two. Did the immortal 
Cromwell afſume : any other title than the envia- 
ble one of Protector? Does America talk of 
Viſcount Waſhington ? Is the illuſtrious priſoner 
lately brought to this country ſtyled Lord Lau— 
rens? Go to with your titles! Mere birdlime to 
catch women! Proceed, great Fox—Be not ſi- 


| ag Barre, in the cauſe of freedom—Deſpair 


„ye daring ſons of liberty! Before long, 1 
ow ſtill ro ſee my countrymen (as the Decla- 
ration of the Congreſs properly terms it) © aſ- 
* ſume among the powers of the earth that equa! 

3 6 ſtation, 
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*« ſtation, to which the laws of Nature and of 


Nature's God entitle them.“ 


Thus much for any apparent want of polite- 


neſs in my ſtyle, So far from being guilty of 


any incivility, I mean to act towards you with 
ſomething not altogether unlike friendſhip. Not- 
withſtanding the enmity which I honeſtly con- 


feſſed, and which every honeſt Engliſhman muſt 


experience, I feel for you as a man, while 1 


deteſt you as a miniſter. To ſhew the arch-fiend 


in his proper diabolical ſhape ; to procure your 
removal from the ear of Majeſty, where you 


have been tos long ſquat like a toad, inſpiring 
venom, would give me the greateſt pleaſure.— 
But to ſee you delivered up to the juſtice of an 


incenſed people; ; to behold you conſigned, 
without the merits of a De Witt, to the puniſh- 


ment of a De Witt, much as you deſerve ſuch 


puniſhment, would ſhock my feelings. The re- 
ſentment of an injured people, "wha once 
rouſed, might reach, if properly encouraged by 


oppoſition, beyond the facrifice of a miuiſter. 


Be adviſed—retire before the populace ſnatch 


the inſtruments of lingering juſtice into their 
own hands—fly to ſhelter betore the pelting of 
the pitileſs ſtorm. While you heſirate, the mo- 


ment of preſervation may perhaps be loſt for 
ever. Too much ſecurity will be your ruin. 


Pombal 


1 
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Pombal indeed ſurvived his deteſtable admini- 
niſtration; but, compared with you, Pombal 


Was a patriot: and the waters of the Thames, 


whatever may be thoſe of the Tagus, are not 


the waters of oblivion. 


It is true, that we have borne much; yet the 
ſtrongeſt back will break, the verieſt woman 


will turn at laſt, even cowards may be forced 


into courage. True it is, that for ten years 


you have commanded the mercenaries of Ty. 


ranny, While the glorious band of patriots have 


in vain beſieged you; but remember—even 


Troy was taken. Now, for the laſt time, you 
are folemnly required to ſurrender. If you {till 


perfiſt in your obſtinacy, the fatal conſequences 
of conqueſt remain on your own devoted head. 


Your language, while you are peruſing this 
letter, I well know. General declamation ! 
© 'The common ſuperficial abuſe of oppoſition !”” 
But, though it has ever been the cuſtom to accuſe 
oppoſition in this manner, oppoſition does not 
deal, nor ever has dealt, in generals. It is an 
accuſation that will not hold good either againſt 


their ſpeeches or againſt their writings. Is there 
a fingle publication, dignified with the patriotic 
name of Almon, which deſerves the character of 


unmeaning declamation, bringing home no charge, 
8 | 8 5 
> | and 
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and ſupported by no proof? Is there any one 
' writer in the glorious cauſe of the people, who 
endeavours to confuſe our underſtandings with a 
ſenſeleſs jargon of the ſpirit of the conſtitution, 
of liberty and freedom, and freedom and liberty ; 
like mountebank Graham, with his eternal foul 
of matter, his ætherial eſſence, and celeſtial 
æther? None of your infamous runners has yet 
been hardy enough to whiſper ſuch a charge in 
the blindeſt corner of the moſt obſcure alehouſe. 


As to the oratory of the patriotic party — 
When was Fox ever hurried by the wandering 
torrent of his eloquence from England to the 

other fide of the Atlantic > When did he ever 
ſerve up to the nauſeated houſe for the twentieth 
time the ſame ſtale haſh of American politics? 
When did Burke employ that time in the well. 
turned praiſe of his Honourable Friend, or the ele- 
gant abuſe of miniſtry, which ſhould have been 
ſpent in reaſoning? When did he ſacrifice argument 
to ſhining metaphor, or to ſplendid declamation? 
When did Barre expoſe the weakneſs of your 
meaſures, by retailing anecdotes of ſome former 
miniſter, or by general undiſtinguiſhing applauſe 
of Pitt, for the purpoſe of attacking whom, at a 
time when Pitt perhaps moſt deſerved applauſe, 
he was originally brought into parliament ? 
When did the eloquent Sir George Yonge level 
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bis deafening battery in ſuch a random manner 
at you, that even his own friends \ were at a loſs to 
ſee at whom he aimed? Never —1 anſwer, never 
—and all the people echo, NEVER. 


My party ({ ought rather to fay the nation; 
for they, whom you would call the action, com- 
prehend now almoſt all His Majeſty” $ ſubjects)— 

my party ſhall not for the firſt time be diſgraced 
by a general declaimer. Your prefent accufer 
ſhall deal in pointed charges, and bring his 
charges home by proof. Frederick Lord North: 
&c. &c. hold up your hand at the bar of the 
public. At the footſtool of the throne of 
Royalty I arraign you of treaſon againſt the ſtate. 
Let Freedom judge. If ſhe pronounce your guilt, 


heavy fall the arm of Juſtice; and curſt be he 
who cries out“ hold! bs 


The principal crime of which I accuſe you, is 
one without the commiſſion of which you never 
could have been guilty of ſo many other crimes. 
How did you dare ever to take into your feeble 
hands the difficult reins of government? If any 
thing can plead the excuſe of that Maſter WhO 
called you to his ſervice, where ſhall we find the 

ſhadow of an apology for you who in your vanity 
and folly liſtened to the call? 


A man 
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NATHAN To LORD NORTH. 9 


A man, whole debts, ſome of them not the 


” moſt reſpectable, a whole Exchequer would 
ſcarcely diſcharge—whoſe politics, like his for- 


tunes, depend upon the turning of a pair of 
dice. A broken gamblet, who, whatever may 


perhaps be his private virtues, would ſcruple not, 
as miniſter, to throw a main for Jamaica, or to 
toſs-up for GiBtALTAR — Whoſe genius fot 
finance is the learning of Jew-brokers, and the 
calculation of chances—whoſe honour is duel- 
ling—who received a ſum of money from a /ady 


' to diſcharge @ debt of honour, and loft it at a _— 
ing-table by the way. 


Is or is not this your picture? And could any 
thing equal your aſſurance in coming forward at 
ſuch a time as prime miniſter of ſuch a country ? 


E In filling that gap in which we once beheld the 


immortal Pitt? Were your puny ſhoulders cal- 
culated to relieve a Hercules ? Why did you not, 
like an honeſt man, acknowledge your incapa- 


city, and leave the labour to bim for whom na- 
ture evidently meant it? 


Of your abilities Junius fixed the extent in his 


Firſt Letter, dated ſo long ago as the 21ſt of 
January 1769. © His Lordſhip i is yet to give us 
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10 NATHAN To Lord NORTE. 


the firſt proof of his abilities: it may be can- 
did to ſuppoſe, that he has hitherto volun— 
© tarily concealed his talents; intending perhaps 
« to aſtoniſh the world, when we leaft expect it, 
« with a knowledge of trade, a choice of expedi- 
©& ents, and a depth of refources, equal to the ne- 
ce cefſities, and far beyond the hopes of his country.” 
This your hirelings affect, I know, to call the 
ſpirit of prophecy, of prophecy in the preſenc 
day fuljilled ; but the arguments of oppoſition 
clearly ſhow, in all their ſpeeches, and in all 
their pamphlets, that the unexpected moment, 
when your talents are to aſtoniſh the world, is 
not yet arrived; that you are not the political 
ſaviour for whom we looked, but that we are to 
wait the coming of another. 


Had you been, at the ill omened hour in which 
you were appointed to direct the affairs of a 
devoted nation, the reſpectable ſon of an illuſ- 
trious and reſpectable father had you been, by 
the common acknowledgement of all parties, 
untainted by thoſe vices of the age, which, at 
your time, and in your ſituation, of life, paſs 
for virtues—had you, with uncommon official 
and political abilities, with a capacity naturally 
turned for finance, been no judge of a race-horſe, 
and happily ignorant of the odds at hazard, 
and of the laws of billiards—had you, at the 
og ame 


NATHAN To LORD NORTH. 11 
ſame time that you did not yet diſplay the tem- 
porary brightneſs of certain faſhionable meteors, 
Wanted alſo all their baneful qualities — had 
your royal maſter preſumed you would make 
an honeſt miniſter, and, under him, an affection- 
ate father of his people; becauſe you had al- 
5 ready proved yourſelf an honeſt man, a kind 
husband, a fond parent — had he, moreover, 


le 
£ called you into ſervice, immediately after you 
n had ſupported, and therefore as a reward for 


T having ſupported, the authority of. parliament, . 
and the privileges of his ſubjects; and into a 
ſervice which you certainly did not ſolicit, which 
1 you perhaps did not defire—had even the pry- 
ing eye of Junius found it impoſſible to fix upon 
the fairneſs of your private character the blot of 
any crime, or ſo much as the ſtain of any vice— 
had Junius himſelf been obliged to acknowledge 
that, before you were Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, you were “ neither an object of deriſion 
to your enemies, nor of melancholy pity to 
your friends; * —had this been your hiſtory, 
when your ſovereign called upon you for the 
aſſiſtance of your ſervices ; few would now im- 
pute it to you as a crime that you liſtened to the 
call; few would blame the choice of a ſervant, 
trom whom, if honeſty and probity be virtues, ſa 
much was juſtly to be expected. 


» Firſt Letrer of Junius, 
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12 NATHAN To LORD NorTH. 


* 


Were it, at this moment of national diſgrace 
and ruin, true, that, by an apprenticeſhip of ten 
years, your political capacity had been enlarged, 
your genius for finance improved — were it a 
fact, that, in fo long an adminiſtration, nothing 
had been brought home to you that affected the 
honeſty, or even the abilities, of the miniſter 
had you, during ſo many years, been accuſed 
only. of the accidents of fortune, and of the 
chance of war — had the only proofs of mal-ad- 
miniſtration conſiſted in the ſcurrilities of party, 
the invectives of diſappointed ambition, and the 
howlings of hungry poyerty—did you and your 
family, at this moment, poſſeſs fewer places, pen- 
ſions, and emoluments, than have conſtantly been 
enjoyed by all former miniſters and their fami- 
lies were it true, that, in the moſt dangerous, 
rebellious, and treaſonable times, you had kept 
your ground againſt the moſt able, the molt vio- 
lent, the moſt dihintereſted oppoſition which this 
country ever ſaw ; an opp: ſition which in ſo long 

a period had, at different moments of diſguſt, 
bo. afliſted by every political character in the 
kingdom, except a few ſteady and determined 
friends to Joyalty and freedom — had you on 
one day, as proofs that you ought not to con— 
tinue miniſter, been accuſed of the fin of laugh» 
ing at ridiculous arguments, and trifling declama- 
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mation; and, the next day, been charged with 


the crime of dropping the tear of ſenſibility over 
a family misfortune, brought to your recollection 
by the pertneſs of dehate—had you been continual- 
ly bullied and baited with abuſe, which till your 


days was ſeldom heard in parliament ; and had 


you always preſerved the ſpirit of a man, and 
the dignity of a miniſter — laſt of all, were it 


true that your abilities are of the moſt uſeful. 
ſort; not of any certain ſize or ſtandard, but 


ſuch as unexpectedly grow to the occaſion 3 not 
the forced and unnatural abilities of a premature 
young man, but ſuch as ripen gradually, and 
bear fruit an hundred fold ; abilities to which 


none can lay “ Hitherto they will come, and no 


“ further” — were it a fact that oppoſition, 
when they drive you moſt ſucceſsfully, only force 


you into ſomething which does credit ro your 


talents—were it a fact that your talents expand 
themſelves to every event, like the ocean which 
{wells to meet the coming ſtorm, like” the veſſel 
which riſes ſuperior to every overwhelming 
wave—were this your enviable character at pre- 


ſent, then might we glory in ſuch a miniſter ; 


then would an oppolition to ſuch a mini- 


ſter be placed to the proper account; then 


would there be hopes that England might yet 
be ſaved from ruin, that Lear mickt be a King 
again. 


Proſecu- 
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Proſecution I would willingly avoid, of which 


government is ſo wonderfully fond. This fond- 


nefs 1s evident from the frequent puniſhments 


inflicted upon Newſpapers for the groſſeſt abuſe 


poured forth daily upon King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, and upon all without the pale of oppoſt- 
ton—whlich would lead me to ſpeak of the 
Liberty of the Preſs, every day expiring under 
the crueleſt tortures of what you call Law. 
But we are in the cloſet now, and not in the 
houſe. I will not wander from my point. To 
that I will ſtick with the ſteadineſs of a Town» 


mend, or the logical preciſion of a Luttrel. 


Profecution, I fay, I would willingly avoid. 
Of the two pictures I have juſt drawn, which 
more reſembles you I will not declare. If you 
have any doubt, conſcience can hold the mirror. 
up in private. Perhaps, from ſome ſtriking fea- 
tures which I ſhall now point out, the pane 
may Jadge tor themſelves. 


To mark the paths by Ghich you have Jed us 
to final ruin is painful, but may have its uſe, 
My buſineſs ſhall be to track you ſtep by ſtep. 
Juſtice will not, I hope, be far behind me. 


It Mall not be ſaid, that I load you with blame 
deferved by others. The tolly of your prede- 
ceſſors, 
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ceſſors, with regard to America, I am ready 
to confeſs. That you found America taxed, 
and did not firſt begin ro tax her yourſelf, is 


moſt true. It hall be granted alſo, becauſe it 


cannot be denied, that che twelfth parliament 
of Great-Britain, which did not conſiſt of your 
creatures, deſerves its blame, as well as the two 
laſt parliaments. Ir certainly laid down principles 
which could not be maintained; it undoubtedly 
paſſed acts which could not be juſtified. For it 


paſſed acts, it laid down principles, contradic- 


tory to each other. — It laid down as a princt- 


ple, that it was expedient to raiſe a revenue in 
3 | 


America: it paſſed an act in conſequence of | 
this principle, without having ſufficienily, or 
indeed at all, prepared the way for its reception. 
It then abandoned the prin-iple, and repealed 
the act, without doing any thing effeQual for 
the ſupport of its own dignity, or for the re- 


kognition of its own authority It then again 
recurred to its firſt principle, and paſſed another 
act in conformity to that principle, without hays 


ing taken a ſingle ſtep towards obviating the aug- 
mented difficulties which now ſtood in the way 
of its reception *. 


Vain is it to ſay, that your predeceſſors, 
finding how completely they had confuſed the 


* % Remarks on the Acts relating to the Colonies.“ 


buſineſs, 
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Fandel, were baſely guilty of deſeruion; and 
were glad to leave to you the diſentanglement of 


thoſe knots, which they had all contributed to 
perplex and faſten, and which perhaps no hu- 


man ingenuity could afterwards have untied. 


If you were unequal to the taſk, why did you 


ever undertake it? By putting your hand t& 
the plough, when others had run away from it, 


you did not ſhew your readinefs to obey the 


orders of your maſter ſo much as you became 


anſwerable tor the ignorance of all his former 
ſervants. 


1770. 

On the 28thof January, 770, a day fatal to this 
country, you ſucceeded, as Firit Lord of the Trea- 
ſury, that Duke of Grafton, of whom the popular 
Junius gives ſo many amiable ſketches, and who 
bas ever ſince reflected ſo much credit on the po- 
pular party. Very ſoon afterwards, we ſaw the 
famous manœuvre of the third ſeffion of the 
thirteenth parliament of Great-Britain partially 
to repeal the act paſſed in the ſeventh of his 
preſent Majeſty. But why was not the ob- 
noxious act entirely repealed ? Why was the tax 

: on tea ſuffered to remain? Why did you not 


imitate the wiſe Tepealers of the ſtamp-aft, and 
do 
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do all America deſired? and then declare that 
you {till had a right to do, whenever you choſe, 
what, by undoing, you had juſt confeſſed ought 
never to have been done? Did you not fee, 
every day, with what moderation the lenity of 
your predeceſſors had inſpired the Coloniſts ? 
Why did you not repeal the whole act, in con- 
formity to the pert petition preſented by the 

ent of the Council of Maſſachuſet's Bay, 


which did not even ſtate that he preſented it 


by order of his conſtituents ? By repealing the 
whole act, why did you not at once give up the 
right of this country to tax America ! 


To your repeal we are indebted for the Ame- 


rican troubles. This, I know, you will deny, 


aud will contend, that, if the troubles muſt be 
traced from the period at which this repealing 
act was paſſed, ſome other events happened at the 
ſame time, which are much more likely to have 


cauſed them. We ſhall be told of the Addreſs, 


Remonſtrance, and Petition, preſented by the 
Livery and Corporation of the Metropolis of 
His Majeſty dominions, whieh aſſured America, 


that © repreſentatives of the people are eſſential 
to the making of laws''—that there is a 


* time when it is morally demonſtrable that men 
* ceaſe to be repreſentatives that * that time 


Com. Journ. vol. XXX11, p. 726. 
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„ NATHAN TO Lo RD NORTH. 
« was now arrived“ and that © the preſent 
* Houſe of Commons did not repreſent the peo- 
* ple ?, We ſhall be told of ideas of this 
and of a ſtill worſe nature, as well as of ſums 
collected for the ſupport of thoſe who reſiſted 
Acts of Parliament, which were conveyed by 
every wind to America. But, behold—were 
not theſe Acts the Ads of Patriots? This 
therefore was Patriotiſm. Britain will not ſoon 
forget her obligations to John Glynn, Richard 
Oliver, John Trevanion, Robert Barnard, Jo- 
ſeph Mawbey, James Townſhend, and John 
| Sawbridge, the Chairman, 'Treafurers and Com- 
mittee of a ſelf-created ſociety called © Sup- 
© porters of the Bill of rights”. Theſe pa- 

triots ſigned, by order of their ſociety, a public 
letter to the Commons Houſe of Aſſembly of 
South Carolina, exhorting America to perſiſt in 
reſiſting the Demands of ; Partiament, © which, 
as they were made without authority, ſhoul& 
ce be heard without obedience +”. No advice 
could be more diſintereſted than this; for theſe 
gentlemen were all Members of, and fat and 
voted in, that very Parliament, which they aſ- 
ſured their brethren in America was no Parlia- 
ment at all—He, who aſcribes the ſmalleſt ilb 
conſequence to this patriotic conduct, muſt be 


* Com. Journ. wt XXXII. p. 804. 
+ Annual Regiſter, XIII. p. 225. 
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as blind as he who cannot perceive, that America 
would never have attempted eee had 
ya repealed the tax on tea. 


On the 25th of March 1770, a motion was 
made that a copy of the loyal and reſpectful re- 
monſtrance of the city of London, as well as of his 
Majeſty's tyrannical anſwer to it, ſhould be laid 
before the Houſe. This I confeſs was carried, 
notwithſtanding the patriotic efforts of oppoſition, 

and what you would call the bullying of Beck- 
ford, by a prodigious majority of more-than two 
to one. An addreſs was preſented to his Majeſty, 
with the concurrence of the Lords. The citizens 
of London were charged by both Houſes of 
Parliament with the propagation of doctrines in- 
imical to the conſtitution, and ſubverſive of all 
legal authority. But to charge is not to prove. 
The accuſation was falſe. It was a crime againſt 
the people.” The crime was your'ss What was 
this but to ſtrike at the greateſt bleſſing derived 
to us from the revolution, the right of petition- 
' ing? What was it but to tell your fellow ſub- 
jets they ſhould not complain to the throne ? 
One of the capital errors of James the Second's 
reign was his puniſhment of the ſeven biſhops 
for petitioning. In the reign of a George ſimi- 

lar cauſes may produce ſimilar effects. Take it 

from my aſſurance, unleſs you and your maſter 
wiſh for proofs more ſerious, that N 
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the meaneſt corporation in his Majeſty's domini- 
ons, that certainly the reſpectable corporation of 


his metropolis, is at any time authorized to judge 
of the legality of his Parliament: that, if Sir 


Watkin Lewes ſhould wait upon your. maſter be- 
fore long, and order him to diſſolve the Parlia- 


ment which he has juſt called; he muſt inevi- 
tably comply, and afford Sir Wat kin another op- 
portunity of making a reſpectable appearance as 


a candidate for Worceſter. 


In the courſe of the ſeſſion of 1770 you don't. 
ſeem to haye taken any other material ſteps than 


| thoſe I have pointed out towards the ruin of your 


country. The effects of your conduct with re- 
gard to America now indeed began to appear, 
An alarming riot happened at Boſton between the 


ſoldiers and inhabitants. 'Two of his Majeſty” 8 
regiments were under the neceſſity of retiring 
to Caſtle William. Not all the pains taken by 


the friends of the people on this fide the water 


to convince America that there was no Britiſh 


Parliament; and that, if there were, it had no 


authority over her: not all their patriotic argu- 


ments in favour of rebellion, nor all the ſums 
remitted in ſupport of it, were able to counter- 


work the folly of your Sees and the obſtina- 
cy with which you perſiſted in endeavouring to 


diſſever America from this country. The un- 


vſual majorities throvghout this whole ſeſſion, 
which, 


, 
4 
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which, to a common obſerver, appear to have 


ſhewn the propriety of your maſter's choice of 
ſuch a miniſter, and the wiſdom of your miniſte- 
rial conduct, will reflect diſgrace on Parliament 
to the end of time. 


1771. 
Whether you employed any of your bireings 
to ſet fireto the dock-yard at Portſmouth, on the 
27th of July 1771, in order to take off the pub- 
lic attention from Falkland's Iſland, you beſt 


know. Certain it is, that the affair of Falk- 
land's Iſland about that time began to draw the 


public attention. How will you be able to ex- 
culpate yourſelf from not ſeizing that golden 
opportunity to aggrandize and enrich your 


country by a Spaniſh war? Why were you con- 


tent to accompliſh by negotiation all the real 


advantages which could have been derived from 


victory? Why did you not take the haughty 


Don by his whiskers, for having inſulted the 
rudder of a Britiſh floop ; and nobly ſacrifice 
thouſands of your fellow-creatures on the altar 


of war, in a conteſt for a barren rock where a 
Scotchman could not exiſt a fortnight? The 
more trilling the motive for a quarrel, the more 


ſpirited the conduct of him who quarrels; at 


leaſt between nations. Cromwell would have 
nailed 
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22 NATHAN TO LORD NORTE. 

nailed the Spaniſh ambaſſador's ears to Temple- 
bar; Pitt would have conquered Falkland's 
Hand at the gates of the Eſcurial. 


It will be anſwered, I know, that by obtain+ 
ing a diſavowal of Buccarelli's expedition, and a 
reſtitution of our ſettlement, you maintained the 


Honour of the crown, and the ſuperiority of our 


influence. But how does that appear ?—lIt will 


be urged, that the oppoſition, who defired to 


force their ſovereign into a war, endeavoured, at 
the fame time, to diſable him from action. But 
the accuſation defeats itſelf; for the oppoſition 
were, as they have been ever ſince, all honoura- 
ble men; and no times ever produced ſuch 


traitors to their country as they muſt, in the caſe 


you ſuppoſe, have been. N 


| Theſe facts you can never be hardy enough to, 


deny—that if you had in 1771 declared war 


apainſt Spain, and ſubdued her, Mr. Cumber- 


land would not now be ſtudying characters for a 


new comedy at St. Ildefonſo ; Gibraltar would 
not have been beſieged; and Don Whiſkerandos 


would not the other day have captured our In- 
diamen. 


Your next feat, the battle of the arch-angel 
of the kingdom with the printers and their devils, 
a would 
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would be too ridiculous for notice, had it been a 


| hefs ſerious attack on the freedom of the preſs. 
Can any thing be more clear than the right of 


newſpapers to convey to the public the debates 
of parliament? Every member of the Houſe of 
Commons is the ſervant, the creature of his con- 
ſtituents. Every ſyliable he utters is their pro- 


perty. Mr. Sheridan is not more completely 


entitled to whatever cometh out of the mouths 
of the members of his houſe in Drury-Lane, 
than the worthy electors of Stafford to thoſe tra- 
gical ſpeeches which Mr. Sheridan will undoubt- 
edly deliver when he begins to play his part in the 
other houſe. But I will not labour ſo clear a 
point. It has, you know, ever ſince been given 
up. The debates of both Houſes have now for 
almoſt nine years been printed with impunity in 
all the papers. No information of our plans or our 
fehemes, or our political ſituation, can poſſibly by 
theſe means be conveyed to our enemies; for fo- 
reigners will not believe theſe to be the real 
debates of Parliament. They cannot think any 
people fooliſh enough to deſtre, nor any govern- 


One caſe would be rather puzzling. Suppoſe the audi- 


ence at Drury-Lane ſhould infiſt upon the manager's appear- 


ance on an evening when all the members are ſummoned at 
Weſtminſter. In this caſe of a call of both houſes, would the 
Speaker conſider Mr, Sheridan in the fituation of an aſs be- 
tween two bundles of hay, or would leave of abſence be 
granted, or would a conference on the ſubject be ordered be- 


tween Drury-Lane and Weſtminſter ? 
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nailed the Spaniſh ambaſſador's ears to Temple- 
bar; Pitt would have conquered Falkland's 
Hand at rhe gates of the Efcurial. 


It will be bed 1 know, that by obtain; | 


ing a diſavowal of Buccarelli's expedition, and a 
reſtitution of our ſettlement, you maintained the 
| honour of the crown, and the ſuperiority of our 


influence. But how does that appear ?—lt will 


be urged, that the oppoſition, who defired to 


force their ſovereign into a war, endeavoured, at 
the fame time, to diſable him from action. But 
the accuſation defeats itſelf; for the oppoſition 


were, as they have been ever ſince, all honoura- 


ble men; and no times ever produced ſuch 
traitors to their country as they muſt, in the caſe 
you ſuppoſe, have been, N 


Theſe facts you can never be hardy enough to, 
deny that if you had in 1771 declared war: 
againſt Spain, and ſubdued her, Mr. Cumber- 
land would not now be ſtudying characters for a 


new comedy at St. Ildefonſo; Gibraltar would 


not have been beſieged; and Don Whiſkerandos 
would not the other day have captured our In- 


diamen. 


Vour next feat, the battle of the arch- angel 
of the kingdom with the printers and their devils, 
would 
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would be too ridiculous for notice, had it been a 
jeſs ſerious attack on the freedom of the preſs. 
Can any thing be more clear than the right of 
newſpapers to convey to the public the debates 
of parliament! Every member of the Houſe of 
Commons is the ſervant, the creature of his con- 


ſtituents. Every ſyliable he utters is their pro- 


perty. Mr. Sheridan is not more completely 
entitled to whatever cometh out of the mouths 
of the members of his houſe in Drury-Lane, 
than the worthy electors of Stafford to thoſe tra- 
gical ſpeeches which Mr. Sheridan will undoubt- 
edly deliver when he begins to play his part in the 
other houſe. But I will not labour ſo clear a 
point. It has, you know, ever ſince been given 
up. The debates of both Houſes have now for 
almoſt nine years been printed with impunity in 

all the papers. No information of our plans or our 
fchemes, or our political ſituation, can poſſibly by 
theſe means be conveyed to our enemies; for fo- 
reigners will not believe theſe to be the real 
_ debates of Parliament. They cannot think any 

people fooliſh enough to deſtre, nor any govern- 


* One caſe would be rather puzzling. Suppoſe the audi- 
ence at Drury-Lane ſhould infiſt upon the manager's appear- 
ance on an evening when all the members are ſummoned at 
| Weſtminſter. In this caſe of a call of both houſes, would the 
Speaker conſider Mr. Sheridan in the fituation of an aſs be- 
tween two bundles of oy or would leave of abſence be 


granted, or would a conference on the ſubjett be ordered de- 
tween * Lane and Weſtminſter? 


ment 
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ment lenient enough to ſuffer, what may poſlibly 
contribute to deſtroy both government and 
people. They are ignorant of the bleſſings of 
Liberty, and know not that, in a free country, 
every man is a politician and a legiſlator, and 
claims the privilege of being acquainted with the 
_ deſtinations of armies and of flects, and with all 
the ſecrets of ſtate. 


In this matter it muſt be confeſſed you have 
| deſerved well of your country without meaning 
it. Your puſillanimity led you to wink at that 
publication of the debates which a better miniſter 
would have voluntarily brought about from a 
principle of patriotiſm ; and I am perſuaded that, 
if America had not been encouraged by real and 
pretended parliamentary harangues, if the veil 
which concealed from vulgar eyes the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of our ſtate had not been judicionſly 
| ſnatched afide by the hands of Eloquence; Ame- 

rica would not yet have aimed at independence— 

France and Spain would not yet have made 
amends for the deſpotiſm with which they rule 
their own ſubjects by generouſly beſtowing free- 
dom upon the ſubjedts of ſlaviſh Britain. 


The old woman's quarrel berocn the two 
houſes, which took up ſo much of their time 
during the ſeſſion of 1771 and the ſucceeding 

one, if it did not originate with you, muſt have 

been 
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been promoted by you and your friends, for the 
oppoſition had greater objects on which to em- 
ploy their thoughts, and they could not poſſibly 


have any views in fetting the two houſes at va- 
rlance. : | 


1772. : 
| The year 1772 you marked by the royal mar- 
riage bill, of which I know not whether it was 
more cruel or uſeleſs, or im politic. Shall the fa- 
mily of royalty have leſs freedom of choice in 
the article of marriage than your family or than 
mine? Is not the daughter of a freeborn Engliſh« 
man equal to the firſt German princeſs of them 
all? Shall a white ſattin leg conſign the daughter 
of a Britiſh Monarch to a beggarly Prince or to 
an infignificant Landgrave? Had this bill not 
paſt, we might have hoped to ſee real patriotiſm 
ſomewhat nearer the throne, Even his Royal 
Highneſs The Prince of Wales ought in a coun- 
try like this, to be at liberty, if he ſo pleaſed, to 


bleſs his father's people by marrying the daugh- 
ter of Alderman Wilkes. 


1773. 

: a ſhort time before the ſeſſion of 1773 took 
place, Mr. Fox was appointed a Lord of the 
Treaſury. Will it be ſaid that any praiſe is due 

| Tm £0 
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to the Eaſt India enquiry, of that year, or to the 


bill which new-modelled the affairs of the Com- 
pany in Aſia and Europe? Alf praiſe on thoſe 


heads muſt of courſe belong to your new colleague 
for it is as certain that good can never oripinate 


with you, as that evil can never come from 
him. | 


Notwithſtanding yon divided in the minority 
againſt Lord Clive, it is pretty well known that 
he purchaſed the vote by which he was white- 
waſhed at no inconſiderable price. If ſo, of 
whom could he purchaſe it but of the miniſter ? 

Your ſhameful addi&ion to play, and the conſe- 
quent diſtreſs for money in which you muſt fre- 
quently be inyolved, make things of this fort too- 
5 3 


1774. 


The uncommen but ſhameful | majorities by 


which, from the firſt moment of your miniſtry, all 
your ruinous meaſures had been ſupported, ſtill 
upheld you. Now was arrived the moment when: 
you determined to make the moſt diabolical uſe 
of them. They were now to. be employed to- 


tally to alienate America, and gradually to lead. 


Great Britain to that brink of national diſgrace 
and ruin on which ſhe now totters. The motion 


for rendering the Grenville bill perpetual was 


carried 
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Earried indeed by a majority of more than two 
to one, This ſeemed to ſhow that, when you 
were againſt reaſon, numbers would be againſt 
you. But, on the firſt American queſtion, the 
deſerters immediately flocked back to your 
ſtandard; and victory, as uſual, declared in your 
favour, „VVV. 


All the intrigues of oppoſition and their emiſ- 
ſaries, here and in America, could not induce the 
Boſtonians to ſubmit to the threepenny duty 
upon tea, which in 1773 you had been fo often 
adviſed to give up, Rebellion, i. e. a noble de- 
termination to be free, openly ſhewed itſelf be- 
yond the Atlantic. As the firſt ſtep towards free- 
dom, they deſtroyed feveral cargoes of tea belong- 
ing to the India company; by the uſe of which 
They had already determined neither to prejudice 
their health, nor to benefit our revenue. 


It is true the Engliſh, with all their freedom, 
did not perceive the propriety of eſtabliſhing li- 
berty by means like theſe. Inflammatory hand- 
bills, violent reſolves of town meetings, illegal 
proceedings of committees, and rebellious minutes 
of council fram almoſt all the Colonies, did not 
ſtrike the Engliſh as the moſt peaceable ſteps 
towards freedom. The intelligence of theſe un- 
common ſtruggles againſt tyranny was certainly 

E 2 received 
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received both in and out of parliament, even by 
oppoſition themſelves, with a proper ſpirit and 


indignation, There ſeemed to be but one voice 


in the nation, and that one voice called out aloud 


for nothing but the exemplary puniſhment of 
America. 


It muſt be confeſſed, that the American pa- 


triots were rather too haſty in the affair of the 


tea. The reſolution not to uſe the noxious 
weed anſwered every purpoſe of its deſtruction. 


Vet, ſomething is to be forgiven to the warmth 


of men engaged in a virtuous cauſe, and I will 
not ſwear that you did not, by your emiſſaries, 


put the Americans upon this violence, in order 


to make a handle of it afterwards for your own 
Purpoſes. Let me aſk impartiality, whether 
this be not more Probable, than that rebellion 


_ ſhould have been originally begotten and nurſed, 
and now finally reared to manhood, by oppoſi- 


tion, either for the purpofe of impeding the 
ſchemes of his Majeſty's ſervants and jumping 
into their places, or of diſgracing them by bring- 


ing about the alienation of America during 
their adminiſtration ? 


True it is, that the equity of obliging a de- 
linquent town to make ſatisfaction for injuries 
done by their factious ſpirit and negligent police, 


few can blame — Nor can many deny the juſtice 


of 


NaTHAn TO LORD NORTH. 29 


of puniſhing ſuch a delinquent—yet was the 


Act for ſhutting up the Port of Boſton the proper 


-mode of puniſhment and redreſs? An anſwer 
is at the tip of your tongue J ſee, that, of this 


Act all our legiſlators unanimouſly approved, 


that it paſſed both houſes without a diviſion, 
Still I maintain the Act to have been a bad 


one, which I pledge myſelf to prove, when re-. 


quired; and that for its evil conſequences, which 


L alſo pawn myſelf to ſhew, you alone, and 


not the conſtitution at large, are anſwerable. 
This you may call empty aſſertion; I call it 
ſolid proof: for no man can aſſert that baſeneſs 


of you as a miniſter, which any man, from your 


cane may not prove to be true. 


As to che negative put by an immenſe majority 
upon the motion preparatory to a repeal of your 


tea-duty, and the unuſual ſuperiority of num- 
bers in both houſes, for paſſing of the © Act for 
the better regulating the Government of Maſ- 


„ ſachuſet's Bay“ — they by no means ſhowthe 


general determination of Parliament to proceed 


to extremities with America they only prove 
the dangerous extent of your influence, which, 
on ſuch queſtions, procured ſuch majorities. 


But even theſe two Adds did not ſatisfy your 


malice againſt America—l ought rather to fay 
your enmity to your country. The bill © for 


„the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice,” and 


the 
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the Quebec Bill, Were ſtill behind. Both 


People and Parliament received theſe meaſures, 
L acknowledge, with more than common appro- 


bation ; but to them we owe our preſent ſitua- 


tion, and to you we owe theſe meaſures. The 


ſelt- evident folly of them makes it unneceſſary 


for me to rob you of any part of that time by 
pointing it out, Which you may employ to ſo 


much more advantage in repentance for your 


crimes, or in preparing yourſelf for the juſtice 
which awaits ſuch crimes, —Neither is this ta 


To ſuppoſe that the temper of America be- 
fore the paſſing of theſe Acts, and the temper 


with which ſhe received theſe Acts, were the 


effects of Dr. Franklin's conduct about a parcel 


of dirty letters, is ridiculous. A common ob- 


ſerver indeed conſiders this illuſtrious patriot as 


the great incendiary of rebellion by means of 


theſe very letters, and recollects that the dirtieſt 
ſcrap of paper may ſet fire to the moſt beautiful 


fabric. A common obſerver looks upon Frank- 
lin as either the worſt of thieves in this buſineſs, 


or as the moſt infamous receiver of ſtolen goods ; 


fees an honeſt, innocent man thrown into Jail, 


and calling on Mr. Whately not to furniſh the 
means of fixing him there; ſees the whole 
Whately family diſtreſſed in the reflections caſt 
on their own character, and in the ſufferings 
| brought 
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brought upon their friends and correſpondents; 
ſees the memory of one brother traduced, and 


the murder of another almoſt effected; ſees, in 


ſhort, a whole province ſet in a flame, and 
perhaps the whole continent hurried on to re - 


bellion ; and all this by the conduct of Frank- 


lin. But, alas! the ſhortſightedneſs of man- 


kind! Little think theſe ſhallow politicians, that 


all this was genuine, unadultetated patriotiſm, 


neat as imported from America. 


That the proceedings of this ſeſſion did not 


bring back the colonies to reaſon and loyalty, 
can only be aſcribed to the imprudence of the 
proceedings, and to the weakneſs of the miniſter ; 


for, whatever cenſure may be due to oppoſition 


who concurred in the meaſures, oppoſition cer- 


tainly deſerve every praife for having lent every 


aſſiſtance, both in public and in private, on both = 
ſides of the Atlantic, to carry them into execu- 


tion, and to produce their expected effects. Had 
theſe gentlemen indeed, when publicly called 
upon by a meſſage from their King to take into 


their moſt ſerious conſideration how the laws 


might be executed in America, and its Colonies 


preſerved to Great-Britain had they, when re- 


peatedly deſired, begged, and entreated by the mi- 
niſter to lay 8ſide all prejudice and all party, and 


oy 
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. 40 aſſiſt him with their advices how beſt to ſup- 
= port the Legiſlative Authority, the Dignity of 
j Parliament, and the great intereſts of the Britiſh 

, Empire—had oppoſition, fo intreated, and fo 

| called upon, approved and adviſed, by not op- 
poſing, coercive meaſures in Parliament; and 


1 then had they taken every ſtep to procure a 
if reſiſtance to ſuch meaſures, and to beget an ab- 
if huorrence of them in America: had they 


adviſed the puniſhment of rebellion, and then 
become themſelves the worſt of all rebels, 
by encouraging that rebellion of which they 
adviſed a reſolute puniſhment : had they ſaid to 
Hritain, Strike your diſobedient children; and 
then whiſpered to thoſe children, Reſent the 
blow, and attempt the exiſtence of your parent: 
q this would indeed have marked them for the 3 
# worſt of private villains and of public traitors ; . 
ö no language would in ſuch a caſe be too ſevere 
of ſuch an oppofition; nor ſhould my pen ever 
be induced by friendſhip itſelf to do any thing 
but mark them out for everlaſting infamy. 


At the cloſe of the ſeſſion of 1774 you had 
taken as many ſteps towards the ruin of your 
country as you deemed it decent or ſafe to load 
any one parliament with the reproach and diſ- 
| grace 
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grace of having adviſed. By the waving of your 
royal hand, the thirteenth parliament of Great 
Britain was unexpectedly diſmiſſed; and the 
people were informed that the moment, fo much 
and ſo often deſired by them, was now arrived 
for the renewal of the ſupreme legiſlature of the 
kingdom. Wile indeed the people, and moſt 
probably fortunate, had they made a proper uſe 
of this opportunity, the greateſt bleſſing of our 
conſtitution z had they exerciſed that ſalutary 
power, put into their hands at ſuch a period by 
the wiſdom of our laws, to exclude from one 
branch of the legiſlature thoſe who had been 
found unequal to the taſk, or unfaithful to 
the truſt! Pains of no common ſort were 
taken by the patriots, that this critical moment 
ſhould not be thrown away by the people. Nor 
were their honeſt pains without effect. In the 
metropolis the popular party returned all the 
members. Upon a view of the whole kingdom, 
it was found that a greater number of the old 
members were now thrown out of parliament 
than waz common at general elections. Even 
Wilkes and Liberty were now relieved from a 
ſiege which had been laid to them for almoſt 
fourteen years; and one of the largeſt counties 
in the kingdom was quietly permitted to chooſe 
for her repreſentative a gentleman who was ge— 
nerally allowed to be one of the worſt individuals, 
F but 
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but one of the firmeſt patriots, among his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects. If ever the people appeared to 
have pleaſed themſelves at any general election, 
they appeared to have ſo done in 1774. rhe 
politicians of the day openly prophecied, from 
this circumſtance, a total change of ſyſtem; and 
they who lamented the driving away of America 
by the old parliament, expected to ſee her 
brought back in triumph by the new one to the 


out · ſtretched arms of the parent ſtate, Yet this 


did not come to paſs. The reaſon that it did 
not, was not, as ſome might think, becauſe ma- 
jorities of the new parliament, and large majo- 


rities too, really and truly approved the conduct. 


of their predeceſſors, and deemed the part yow 
had acted with regard to America wiſe and ho- 

neſt, at leaſt ſuch an one as in ſuch a ſituation 
would have been acted by every honeſt and every 
wiſe miniſter. The ſame wretched ſyſtem of 
American politics was purſued by the new par- 
liament, becauſe you baſely hired majorities, to 
approve all you had hitherto done, and to do in 
future whatever you ſhould order them to do. 


The voice of majorities in parliament has been 


indeed in former adminiſtrations, in the admini- 
ſtrations of thoſe very men by whom you are 
oppoſed, conſidered as the voice of the people. 
But, while you continue in power, it can never 
amount to more than a melancholy proof of na- 

| 3 | tional 
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tional profligacy and parliamentary depravity. 


Let Mr. Fox ſtep into your ſituation, and the 
people of England, at leaſt ſome of them, will 
immediately allow that three to one is odds at 
other OP beſides foot-ball, . 


The e patriot whom 1 have juſt 
mentioned, and in whoſe favour I recommend it 
to you to refign, had, before 1775, been obliged, 
from the moſt honourable motives, to forſwear 
all political ſociety with you and your compa- 
nions. Principle had forced Mr, Fox, if princi- 
ple ever forced any man, to oppoſe all your mea- 
ſures. It was your fate to mcet the fourteenth 
Parliament of Great Britain without being able 
to win over to your baſe deſigns the individual to 
whoſe private honour and public difintereſted- 
neſs, to whoſe political experience, and purity 
from all the vices of the age, his fallen county 


alone looked up, as to a ſecond Pitr, for redemp- | 


tion from everlaſting ruin. 


Even Pitt himſelf was now againſt you. Lord 


Chatham, who, from the true ſpirit of patriotiſm, 
had ſuſfered American matters to grow to their 


preſent height, without once interfering in ſo 
many years with the authority of his advice, now 
plainly perceived, as by a flaſh of lightening, 


the folly of your conduct; now, that the game 
E-2 was 
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was almoſt over, pointed out with triumph the 
errors of your play; now, that the battle was 
nearly ended, ſhowed the miſtakes in your ma- 
nœuyres — and with an arm, not yet diſabled by 
age, unſheathed his dreadful ſword of oppoſition, 
and joined the Spartan band of patriots, the 
Leonidas of Britain.—Even the two brothers of 
your royal maſter were induced, from fraternal 
affection, to oppoſe ſo worthleſs a ſervant. 


Poſterity will wonder how ſuch a miniſter as 
you have ſhewn yourſelf, how the author of ſuch 
misfortunes as you had brought upon your coun- 
try, could ſtand, his ground againſt ſuch a force. 
Had you been an honeſt miniſter, had your 
ſchemes been planned with the beſt intentions, 
though too often with the worſt ſucceſs; all 

wonder indeed would ceaſe; we might pity, but 
we could not blame; human frailty and fallibi- 
lity would plead your. excuſe for erring in a 
ſituation of difficulty till your time unknown in 0 


political hiſtory. 


To whatever it was owing, the new parlia- 
ment, in the firſt ſeſſion, affixed its ſeal to all the 
acts of its predeceſſor, by the reſtraining bills, 
and the conciliatory reſolution. 
received the ſanktion of approbarion from Full 


1778 


Theſe meaſures 


three parts out of four of our legiſlators. Vet 


was this ſtrange, when Mr. Dunning, the great 


oracle of the law, began the campaign with 
aſſuring his followers, that Amevica even then 
was by no means in rebellion ; that, were it ſo, 
America had a right to rebel, becauſe oppofition 
to arbitrary meaſures was warranted by the con- 
ſtitution, was eſtabliſhed by precedent. 


It now became too clear a caſe, that for ſome 
reaſon or other, an immenſe majority in parlia- 
ment were for carrying matters with a high and 
determined hand againſt America; whatever 


opening they might leave for reconciliation. As 
you poſſeſſed not that ſecond fight, ſo eminently 


poſſeſſed by oppoſition, and without a conſeiouſ- 
neſs of which you ſhould never have preſumed 
to aſſume the reins of government, you foreſaw 
none of thoſe evils which oppoſition, as faſt as 
they come to pals, aſſure us were long ago fore- 


told by them; you ſate no leſs compoſedly in 
the car of ſtate, than if you had not been driving 


It to inevitable ruin, than if you did not fill the 
fearful ſeat once occupied by Pitt, the great lu- 
r of che political univerſe. 


What avails it to remind your accuſers, that 


in the ſeſſion of 1775, the American misfortunes 
were repeatedly aſcribed * the _parkamentary 


if peakers 
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ſpeakers to the meaſure of laying on the duties in 
1767, before you came into power? For the 
American misfortunes, and for all the other miſ- 
fortunes of this country, you alone are, and 


muſt be, and fhall be, accountable. The ſeſſion 


of 1775 confirmed the loſs of America; and what 
appeared in that ſeſſion to be a voluntary atten- 
tion of the miniſtcr to the intereſt and welfare of 
IRELAND, Was, I have no doubt, at bottom, o only 


an attempt to alienate her aFoQicns alſo. 


1776. 
In America your politics had now effected all 


they ever meant to effect. She had entirely cut 


herſelf off from all intercourſe, but that of blood 
and ſlaughter, wich her parent ſtate; not only 
the ſword of rebellion, but that of war, was 


formally drawn; war was regularly carried into 


his majeſty's dominiens by his own ſubjects; and 
a province was invaded, to which the invaders 
could neither lay any claim, nor pretend any 


right, The hiſtory of America and Great Bri- 


rain, during the remainder of the fourteenth 
parliament, becomes the hiſtory of a war uni- 
formly diſgraceful on our part, and honourable 
on theirs. And this, not becauſe we have been 


_ unlucky, and they have been fortunate; not 


becauſe they, who revolt from obedicnce in 


queſt of independance, muſt ever, ſince they 
fight 
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fight for the greateſt of all prizes, and with ropes 
about their necks, have the ad vantage over the 
government which endeavours to preſerve their 
loyalty ; not becauſe you ſuffered yourſelf, whe- 
ther from a proper or improper ſpirit of can- 
dour, to be bullied by oppoſition into the em- 
ployment of their creatures, who afterwards be- 
trayed their new maſters into the hands of their 
old friends but becauſe you did not wiſh any 
thing you had planned ſhould ſucceed ; becauſe 
Providence would not ſuffer any ſcheme to proſ- 
per in ſuch hands as yours. 


The meaſure of your guilt was now full and 
overflowing with regard to America. But ſome 
parts of your conduct ſtill remain to be pointed 
out, during the remainder of the laſt parliament, 
towards her, and particularly towards Great Bri- 
tain. | 


The proptiety of re- calling general Gage, and 
of ſuffering the chief command of the army at 
Boſton to devolve upon general Howe, are mea- 
ſures I do uot mean to controvert, as all mankind 
are by this time convinced of the eſſential ſer- 
vices rendered to his country by that Iufirious 
frater Americans, 
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The ſtriking figure in this ſeſſion was your 
cruel oe bill, which was paſſed, indeed, 
by a majority of 112 to 16, but which his ma- 


jeſty's dutiful and loyal colonies had certainly 


done nothing to deſerve. 


1797: 


To whatever cauſe it muſt be aſcribed, few mi- 
niſters have ever felt themſelves more firmly 
ſeated in power than it was the fate of this de- 
voted country to behold you in 1777. Pitt, at 
the meridian of his glory, was not more unani- 


mouſly ſupported. Notwithſtanding the ability 


and integrity of oppoſition, an oppaſition to no 
one individual of which any meaner motive could 


de imputed than the pureſt and moſt diſintereſted 


patriotiſm ; in ſpite of all that eloquence or ar- 
gument, ridicule or invective, could urge againſt 
you and your meaſures, the minority only ſerved 
the purpoſe of recording the vaſt ſuperiority of 
voices which decided every queſtion in your fa - 
your. But no number of voices can ever per- 


ſuade mankind that black is not black. While 


Juſtice holds the ſcales of political welfare, no 
ariny of miniſterial hirelings, however numerous, 


will ever obtain the victory from Burke, Barre, 


Fox, and Truth. 


Many 
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Many of the members of oppoſition found at 
laſt they could not perſuade the houſe that fifty 
are more than three hundred ; that, as one Eng- ; 
liſhman can beat three Frenchmen, one minority 
member counts for more than ten miniſters. 
With a public ſpirit, therefore, not very uſual, 
they ſeceded from parliament and ee 

in their wiſdom that the beſt way to ſerve their 


conſtituents was to pay no regard at all to their 
intereſts, 


The declaration of independence, which Ame- 
rica now publiſhed to the world, ſeemed, I con- 
feſs, to juſtify your frequent aſſertions and the 
opinions of many, that independence had been 
the grand object, and operative motive with the 
colonies during the whole conteſt, and the real 
ſource of all the troubles. But Britiſh Patrio- 
tiſm diſcovered in it no ſuch thing. Even after 
the declaration of independence it was an inſult 
to the underſtanding to preſume to affert that in- 
dependence was even then their obje&t—conſe- 
quently matters were not even then ripe for co- 
ercive meaſures, This I prove from the conduct 
of oppoſition. For it had been the uniform lan- 
guage of all the leaders of oppoſition, © ſhew 
* us that America really aims at independence, 
* and we are inſtantly with you to a man.“ Now, 
no one living doubts the veracity of oppolition, 
ſince they never promiſe to-day what they to- 

(> morrow 
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morrow refuſe to perform. As oppoſition there- 
fore have never fulfilled their part of the engage 


ment, nothing is more manifeſt than that the 
other part of it ſtill remains, to the day in which 


I am now writing, to be fulfilled. Ergo, down 
to this preſent 22d of October, 1780, America 


has done no one act which can argue ſo much as 
an inclination towards independence. 


Still leſs have the children or the friends of 
America exhibited any thing like high treaſon. 
Few things therefore were ever more uſeleſs than 


your bill in the ſeſſion of 1777, to enable his 


Majeſty to ſecure and detain perſons charged 
with that crime. The innumerable times this bill 


has been uſed by government as an inſtrument 


of tyranny prove moſt forcibly. the truth of the 
mournful and bloody prophecies hazarded con- 


cerning it at the time by Mr. Burke and his no- 


ble coadjutor Lord Abingdon. 


1778. 

Of your political hiſtory by much the moſt 
remarkable circumſtance is this—with marks of 
public approbation as decided as ever att ended 
any adminiſtration, the public have certainly 
never in reality approved your condut—with 
every evidence that you have all along by the 


majority of your country been deemed an honeſt 


upright 
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upright miniſter, there moſt indiſputably has 


never been a moment of your public life during 
which you have not been deemed almoſt univer- 


fally the worſt of miniſters. In this year the 


chearfulneſs, the ardour, with which regi- 


ments were raiſed, and immenſe ſums ſubſcribed 
for new levies, would have ſtamped with the 


public ſeal of approbation the meaſures of any 


; other man. By ſome peculiar fate the ſtrongeſt 


proofs ceaſe to prove any thing when urged in 
favour of ſo criminal a character ; two and two 
3 


when brought to ſhow your innocence, nobly | | 
refuſe to be put together and make four; and 


Truth herſelf links back, and will not open her 


mouth to give the moſt ſelf-evident teſtimony in 
ſo foul a cauſe.—lf you did not deſerve abhor- 


3 how richly would you merit pity ! Were 
it poſſible for faction to prevail to this degree 


againſt an honeſt man, who would envy mi- 
niſters ? 


Under the adminiſtration of any other man 
but yourſelf the politicians of 1778 would have 


ſought for ſome more ſubſtantial reaſon than 


your acknowledged depravity as a man and a 


miniſter. why nothing was done by Howe, Who 


in the late actions and in the whole courſe of the 
campaign had been much ſuperior to the army 
by whom he was oppoſed, no leſs in point of 
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numbers than in the goodneſs of his troops and 


. 1 
— NR 
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in all manner of ſupplies - why Burgoyne, who, 


till the affair of Bennington, had been twice as 
ſtrong as the enemy, was obliged to ſubmit to the 
invincible Gates, and to cloſe his boaſting cam- 
paign with the diſgrace of Saratoga. But while 
vou are miniſter, to overlook every intermediate 


poſſibility of misfortune or of blame, to trace 


events of this kind immediately up to you as to 


their firſt cauſe, is neither uncandid nor unjuſt. 


Such is our certainty of the goodneſs of provi- 


dence, that I know not whether you are not ac- 


countable, in the character of our evil genius, for 
peſtilence or famine, for an unfavourable. wind, 
or an unſeaſonable ſhower of rain, 


The Eonciliatory bills of 1778 were as ll 
judged as eyery other ſtep you had taken towards 
America, for how could you expect that ſhe 
would be ſatisfied with your granting all ſhe had 
ever aſked; and, to complete every thing, 


France, in effec declared war againſt this country; 


Which would never have been the caſe had any 
other man beſides yourſelf been miniſter. War 


was declared againſt Lord North, not againſt 


Great Britain. 


In this fata] year it was that the moſt power- 
ful fleet which Britain ever ſent to ſea engaged 
uh - 
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an inferior French fleet, and the Admiral ſent 
Home no account of © burnt, ſunk, and taken 
tc as per margin.” This crime muſt have been 
vour's, for it is impoſlible that the brave Keppel, 
tho picked out from oppoſition for the command, 
ſhould have preferred a gratification of party 
pique before perſonal reputation and national 


honour. Beſides, the freeholders of Surrey have 


choſen him for their repreſentative, Lord Rock- 
ingham has erected a column to his fame for 


beating the French, and the garters of our maid- 
ens are dignified with the name of Keppel. 


Who, therefore, preſumes to doubt his bravery? 
who dares to ſuſpe& his patriotiſm ?-The report 
that he ſaid at dinner on the 26th of July 1778, 


* Tf I beat the French I ſhall fix this damned 


© miniſtry for ever,” however well authenticated, 
is impoſſible to have been true. Keppel for 


ever! 


Dp pon one proof that liberty has not yet alto- 
gether deſerted Britain, I cannot but congratu- 
late my countrymen, Had liberty given way to 


the licentiouſneſs of party, which is a more an 


- teſtable tyranny than that of deſpotiſm, Keppel 


might have been found guilty, and the ſaviour 
of his country might have been ſhot for a greater 
villain, becauſe a meaner and more cowardly one, 
than Jahn. the Painter. Thanks to Engliſh free. 
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dom, the friends of England and of Keppel were 


ſuffered to remove to the land, however unuſual 
ſuch a proceeding was, the trial of a naval offence; 
and were permitted to uſe means for bringing about 
an acquittal, which on any other occaſion would 
have been deemed undue, unfair, and unjuſtifiable; 
which, had not Keppel been choſen for Surrey 


by far more honourable means, would have voided 


his election. This alone proves the innocence of 


Keppel; for, had not oppoſition been perfectly 
convinced of his innocence, they would never 


have practiſed on ſuch a trial, nor, in truth, would 
it have been altogether fair to practiſe, arts 


which, except in the cauſe of freedom, are deem- 


ed pitiful and baſe; which would for ever diſ- 
grace and damn any other party but that of 
freedom. bt 


1779. 


Of the miſerable ſituation of affairs in Ame- 


rica you were now informed by General Bur- 


goyne. That honourable gentleman was forced 
into oppoſition by your conduct towards him for 
having loſt an army. And it was the firſt time, 


I believe, that the loſs of ſuch an army, in ſuch 


circumſtances, was ever imputed to the general 
by whom it was ſurrendered. That honourable 
gentleman ſubmitted to the imputation of a 


ſecond time throwing away an army; of giving 


up to hardſhips and ſlavery which no loyalty can 
withſtand, 
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withſtand, eſpecially when thus abandoned, a 
parcel of brave fetlows whom he had already 
given up as priſoners of war—that honourable: 
gentleman got over his former * delicacy, and 
did not heſitate at the indecency of giving his 
voice, as a judge, in queſtions reſpecting Ame- 
rica, even at the time he was a priſoner of war 
to America; nay, he ſcrupled not to lay the 
| purity of his patriotiſm open to the charge of 
purchafing his parole from American rebels by 
taking the part of their rebellion here—and all 
this, that he might have an opportunity to ex- 
poſe your culpable and criminal conduct towards 
the colonies, and convince the public that no one 
ſtep of your adminiſtration had merited praiſe, 
except that of appointing him to the command 
of the expedition from Canada. 


When the ſeſſion of 1779 arrive a, 0 Fw 
longer remained a doubt whether France would 


* On the 25th of February 1775, General Burgoyne began 
a ſpeech in the Houſe of Commons thus: “ From the 
«© time I have been under orders to ſerve in America, I have 
thought it an unbecoming part to give my voice as a judge 
in any American queſtion, this upon your paper only ex- 
*« cepted. But having taxen ſome ſhare in the debates of laſt 
wy year which have been miſrepreſented, and having appeared 
« in ſome diviſions this year, before I had any knowledge or 
_ « ſuſpicion of my deftination, I anxioufly wiſh to take this 
« goccalion to explain the motives upon which I haye inva- 
* riably ana "-V. Almon's Parliamentary Regiſter, I. 2 90. 
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48 NATHAN to LoR D North. 
join, and ſeriouſly join, America. To ſay, that 


oppoſition by their daily declamations upon our 


inability to cope with any new enemy, and 
their crocodile lamentations over the defenceleſs 
ſtate of their country, held out poor old Eng- 
land as an eaſy prey to France, is talking non- 


ſenſe. We all know, that ſuch ſpeeches were ne- 


vermade by oppoſition; that, if ſuch ſpeeches were 
made, oppoſition took care they ſnould never 


be publiſhed ; that, if they were publiſhed here, 
oppoſition took care they ſhould never get into 


the foreign prints; that, if they crept into the 
foreign prints, foreign powers by ſuch ſpeeches 
peither have been nor can ** ** 


It will be aid that dating this ſeſſion, oppo- 


ſition, not ſatisfied with having cauſed France t 


countenance a rebellion in America, did all in 


- their powers to bring about a rebellion in Ire- 
land. But I will only aſk, whether there be 2 
ſingle character in oppoſition capable of ſuch 


villainous and diabolical condut—whether it 


be poſſible for ſuch virtuous and diſintereſted 


men as the members of oppoſition, in their de- 
fire of coming into power, to overlook every 
intermediate ſtep of baſeneſs and turpitude— 
and whether any one real Engliſhman ſuſpects 
that any one of our preſent patriots would ac- 


cept of any appointment in the power of the 


3 | preſent 
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reſent miniſtry, The innumerable times you 
pr ſhifted backward 'and forward, from one 


fide to the other, you well Know; and, calling 
to mind what was your own conduct when out 
of place, you aſcribe the ſame conduct to thoſe 
who are now in the ſame ſituation, Your por- 


trait of Public Yuliny is copied from Your- 
ſelf F 


1789, 


The fifch and laſt ſefſion of the late Vipllamone 

is too freſh in the reader's memory, to make it 
peceſſary that I ſhould dwell upon it, It gave 
the finiſhing ſtroke to the praiſeyorthy conduct 
of oyr patriots, and to the ruinous meaſures of 
admjniſtration. Spain had now joined America 
France and Oppoſition, in the friendly view of 
bringing us back 10 reaſon, and providing us 
with better miniſters. But yours is a folly 


to which not experience itſelf can teach any 
thing like wiſdom. 


5 the complaints of Ireland, indeed, you at 

laſt liſtened ; yet not till Oppoſition, by the 
manner in which they were obliged to take up 
the cauſe of Ireland, led the public to think 
they ſincerely wiſhed her to imitate America and 
to rebel. But all the eloquence of Burke could 
not prevail ſo far as to introduce ceconomy into 
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the Civil Liſt, though he generouſly ſet out 
with allowing ten thouſand pounds more annu- 


ally to the article of ſecret ſervice money than 


you, proved to have been employed that way . 
Neither could Sir George Savile procure a com- 
munication of the penſion liſt. And yet theſe were 


clearly deſired by a majority of the people, for 
they were deſired in petitions, which every one 
knows were in no parts of the kingdom ſet on 
foot with a view of eſtabliſhing a falſe reputation 


for popularity againſt the general election; were 


in no counties procured by the moſt deſpicable 
means, nor figned by the moſt deſpicable names. 


It may be ſaid, that the moſt plorious period 


of this country for real liberty and generous 


freedom was not the leaſt notorious for want 


of economy, and particularly with regard to 


places and penſions, A catalogue of the pen- 


ſioners in the Long-Parliament, with their ſeveral 


gratuities, rewards, &c. would ſurprize even 
Mr. Burke. And, to ſhew I am not afraid of 
the argument, I will preſent the public with the 


catalogue. 


* The ſum ſhewn by Lord North to come . tho 


denomination of  Pen/ion was 48, oO l. Almon's Þ, 


Fete, XVU. 130. 


Lenthal 
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Tenthal (Spe aker) 7730l. per annum, befides a gratuity of 6000]. 
— — Whitloc 1b Fa of Fa Greas Beal. or _ I. per 
ann. and a gift of 20001. . „ 
mund Prideaux, 1200 J. per annum. 
oger Hill, 1200 l. per annum. 
Francis Rous, 1200 J. per annum. 
Humphr t 200 J. per annum. 
John Liſle, 800 1. per annum. 11 5 
liver St. John made above 40,060 J. of his places of Attorney 
and Solicitor for the King, by ordinance of Parliament, and by 


& 


paſſing all pardons upon Commiſſions. 
Sir William Allifon, 1690 1. per annum. 
Thomas Hoyle, 1200 J. per annum. 1 
Thomas Puf y, ſen. 400 1. per annum, and a gift of 3000 l. 
Thomas Pury, jun. 200 l. per annum. © 
William Ellis, 200 1. per annum. 
Miles Corbet, 1700 1. per annum. 
John Goodwin 700 1. per annum. 
Sir Thomas Widdrington, 15001, per annum. 
Edward Biſh, 600 l. per annum. 
Walter Strickland, $000 1, per annum. 
Sir Gilbert Gerrard, 1200 1. per annum 
— As Paymaſter to the army, at 3 d. per l. 
12000 J. per annum, beſides a gift of * N 
Gilbert Gerrard, his ſon, 500 l. per annum. | 


John Selden, a gift of 2 500 l. 
Sir Benjamin Rudiard, a gift of zodo l. 

Sir John Hipſſy, a gift of 2000 1. beſides places. 5 : 

Sir Thomas Walſingham, rewarded with the greateſt part of Lord 
'  Dorſer's eſtate, on which he cut 4009 timber trees. 
Benjamin Valentine, Sir Henry Heyman, and Denzil Holles, each 

a gift of 5000 l. | e 
Nathaniel Bacon, a gift of 30001, 
Jain Stevens, a gift of 1000]. | 

enry Smith, 2500 l. per annum. 3 

Robert Reynolds, 400 J. per annum, a gift of 2000 l. and got 
20, ooo I. by the purchaſe of Biſhops lands. | | 
Sir John Clotworthy, Treaſurer of Ireland, permitted to cheat the 

State of 40,0001. | | | 
John Aſh, a gift of 14,000 l. beſides places. 
John Lenthal, the Speaker's fon, 2000 1. per annum, 
: Foun Bond, Maſter of Trinity Hall, Cambridge. 
ucas Hodges, Cuſtomer of Briſtol, | 
Francis Allen, Cuſtomer for London. | 7 

Giles Green, rewarded with Sir Thomas Daw's eſtate. 

Francis Pierpoint, rewarded with the Archbiſhop of York's lands 
in Nottinghamſhire. | 5 | 55 
William Pierpoint, a gift of $100 * 
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52 NATRHAN TO LORD North 
hn Bläckſtone, 200 I. per annum, and a gift of 1 5000 l. 
—— Seawire, a gift of 2000 l. 1 | 
Iſaac Pennington, a gift of 70001. and many Biſhops lands, 
ohn Palmer, Maſter of All Souls, Oxon, 
homas Geery, Recorder of Bridgwater, 
Samuel Vaſſel, a gift of 10001, 
Oliver Cromwell, 40001. Is 
Sir William Brereton, 2900 l. per annum. 
Sit Oliver Luke, Colonel of Horſe. 


Sir Samuel Luke, Colonel and Scout-maſter. 


Thomas Gell, Lieutenant-Cblonel, and Recorder of Derby. | 
Valentine Walton, Colonel, and Governor of Lynn- Regis. 
Richard Nortan, 8 and Governor of Southampton. 


Edward Harvey, Colonel, and rewarded with the Biſhop's manof _ 


| of Fulham. | Oſt: 2 x 
Edward Roſiter, Col. and General of the T.incoinſhire forces, &c. 
Sir Michael Liveſay, Col. Sequeftrator and Plunder-maſter Gene- 
ral of Kent. 1 5 . 
Jenry Ireton, Colone) and Commiſſary-Ger era. 5 
ho. Rainſborough, Col. Governor of Woodſtock, and Vice Adm. 
of England, | 5 | 
Robert Black, Colonel, and Governor of Taunton, _ | 
Francis Ruſſel, Rowland Wilſon, Robert Harley, Sir John Pal- 
grave, Henry Martin, Nath, Fiennes, Charles 8 Will, 
Sipſon, Godfrey Boſwell, Herbert Morley, John Moor, and 
i John Alured, were each of them Colonells. 
Richard Brown, Major-General, and Governor of Abington, 
John Van; Colonel, and Governor of Windſor, and a gift of 4000 1, 
Algernon Sydnev, Governor of Dover Caſtle. 
Richard Ingoldſly, Colonel, and Governor of Oxford. 
John Hutchinſon, Colonel and Governor of Nottingham. 
Cornelius Holland, 16co 1. per annum. 5 
Philip Skippon, 1000 1. per annum, beſides a gift of lands, and a 
Majority-General of the Army, and of London. 


Peter e de Captain of Horſe. 


The: Weſtrow, rewarded with the Biſhop of Worceſter's manor 
JJ...“ 3 | 
Anthony Stapley, Colonel, and Governor of Chicheſter, 
Alexander Rigby, Colonel, and Governor of Bolton. 

Charles Pym, Captain of Horſe. F | 
Sir Arthur Haſlerig, Colonel, and Goyernor of Newcaſtle, rewarded 
with a gift of 6$00l, and the Bp of Durham's manor at Aukland. 


Sir Thomas Middleton, Major-General for Denbigh, and five 


— AAA ĩ˙ 1A 3 1 
Lord Grey of Grooby, rewarded with the royal manor of Holdenby. 
Sir William Conſtable, Governor of Glouceſter, ſold his eſtate to 

Sir Marmaduke Langdale, for 250001. and then obtained an 

order of Parliament to reſume it, without returning ont penny 

of money back, 3 91 


NAT HAN 70 Lond NoRT H. 33 


Sir William Purfoy, Colonel, and Gorernor of We had 4 
gift of 1500 l. 


: Lis Edward Hun gerford, 1500 l. per annum. 

Walrer Long, Colonel; had a gift of 000 1. | 
Michael Old{worth, zool. per annum, was alſo G of 
pembroke and Montgomery, and Keeper of Windſor Park. 
Thomas Scot, tewarded with certain of the Archbiſhop's lands, 

and Lambeth palace, 


Benjamin Aſhurſt was Clerk of the Peace for Lancaſhire, and had 
a gift of 1000 l. 


So that in penſions there was the ſum of 58,330 l. age ann. 
| in gifts and bribs — 3045800 l. 
Beſides places, and gifts in land, &c. 


Each Member, alſo, was allowed out of the public | | 
In 107,308 1 


money 41. per week; which, at 25 weeks for 
516 mbers, 1 18 — — 


The truth of this lit muſt be e confelled; but 
it does not prove the inferior corruption of the 
preſent day, it does not prove that the people 
have been more burthened in this way under the 
freeſt of all governments than under your ad- 

miniſtratiov—it only proves that freedom knew 
how to reward thoſe who ſo richly deſerved re- 
ward. The Long Parliament took up arms in 
the cauſe of freedom againſt a tyrant, and de- 
fended againft the encroachments of the Crown 
all the property of the ſubject which they did 
not in this way beſtow upon themſelves. Every 
member of the Long Parliament was in the trueſt 
meaning of the term a Patriot, and deſerved an 
empire for his reward—they were all little leſs 
than Dunnings, Saviles, Barres, Luttrels, Foxes. 
Who would grumble to purchaſe the ineſtimable 
pleſſings beſtowed by the Long Parliament at 
ſuch a paltry price? 
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54 Nan AN TO LORD NORTE. 


To complete your hiſtory during the late Par- 


liament, it was at laſt ſolemnly determined by 
the houſe that the influence of the crown had 


increaſed, was increaſing, and ought to be di- 


miniſhed—and this, notwithſtanding the whole 


exertion of that very influence againft the mo- 
tion; a circumſtance which clearly made the 
truth of this charge ſtill more evident, if poſſible, 
than the other accuſations of your opponents. 


The fourteenth Parliament is now at an end; 
It remains to be ſeen whether the new Par- 


liament will, like its predeceſſors, approve your 
conduct, or ſurrender you up to juſtice, In an- 
{wer to the charges I have brought againſt yon, 
1 way be told, perhaps, that your conduct to- 
wards AMERICA has been the conduct of an 


honeſt man, and of a wiſe one that the laſs of 
Auk RICA could be no gain to you— that, find- 
ing AMERICA, When you came into power, tax'd, 
and from being tax'd diſſatisfied, you endea- 


voured by untaxing her to reconcile her that 


the ſituation of this country and of its miniſter 
was totally new in the hiſtory of politics—that 


you were no foreſeer of undiſcernable events 


that every thing has been done for the beſt—that, 
had you treated AMERICA at firſt like an enemy, 


ſhe 


CCC 


| Narnan vo Lonn NoATEH. 33 
ſhe would now have been dependent; but that 
you have treated her like a diſobedient child of 
the parent ſtate, and have been a dupe to your 
humatity—that, even ſuppoſing the worſt, even 


ſuppoſing you ſhould be under the necillity, 
in ſpite of ConnwaLL1s and of TARLETON, to 


tell the New Parliament you mean to give up 
America, we muſt reſt content with the loſs of ſo 
much blood and ſo much treaſure; though 
we lament, we have no right to complain that 


it has every year been worth while to hazard the 


expences of the year for the recovery of AMg- 


RICcA—that, when TUCKER propoſed to give up 


the colonies, there was ſcarely a ſecond man in 
the world of the ſame opinion—that, conſe: 
_ quently, for ten years you have been endeavour- 
ing to preſerve and recover them that he, wha 


is even ruined at laſt in a law-ſuit, is not a fool 


for having commenced and continued it ; his 
probability of ſucceſs was always great, and to 
foreſee the event was always impoſlible ; and in 


every ſtage of the buſineſs, it was wiſer to riſque 
a little more expence than to throw away the 
good which he had a right to expect from ex- 


pences already incurred — that, in your caſe, 

the law- ſuit was commenced before you had any 

thing to do with the cſtate—finally, that it has 
been 
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been a fair trial of ſkill between the two parties: 
AMERICA endeavoured to be independent and 


| was right, Gxzar BzxiTAary endeavoured to keep | 
her dependent and was right; when two parties 


engage for victory, one mpſt ſucceed, and one 
muſt fail; in the prefent conteſt, victory has de- 
clared (ſuppoſing the worſt that can happen) in 
favour of AMERICA, and, unleſs Great Britain 


has been voluntarily betrayed by her com- 


mander, ſhe has only to blame the natural chance 


of war that the ſame infallibility is allowed to 
political rulers as to generals and to admirals, 


and that man has no right to expect from fellow- 
man, more than God requires from his creatures, 


But all this is ſaying juſt nothing. Oppoſition 
are the only authors of truth, and ask them, 
whether yu are not the great ſtate villain, 


Nations as well as individuals appear to be 
ſubject to ſeaſons, in which misfortunes are epi- 


demical. Snch a ſeaſon has been experienced 


by this country ever ſince you have been at the 
helm; and nothing can now ſave the ſtate veſſel, 
but throwing over- board him whoſe worthlefſneſs 


evidently operates as a load- ſtone to attract the 
fivine wrath, 
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Were things managed here as they are in ſome 
countries, you would never have arrived at the 
dignity of firſt miniſter ; nor ſhould I have had 


the trouble of thus expoſing your conduct to the 


preſent times, and of gibbeting your memory to 


all poſterity. In a country to which Captain Le- 
muel Gulliver * wandered at the beginning of 


the preſent century, when a great office was 
vacant, either by death or diſgrace, five or fix 


candidates were accuſtomed to petition the Em- 
peror, that they might entertain his Majeſty and 


the court with a dance on the rope, and, who- 


ever jumped the higheſt ſucceeded to the office. 
Flimnap, the treaſurer, was allowed to cut a ca- 


per at leaſt an inch higher than any other lord 


in the whole empire. Now, this is a merit, to 


Which from your make you never could aſpire; 


W hereupon, thus I argue 


The great villain of this ſtate is a fat man. 


By ſuch a mode of election no fat man x could 


be chief miniſter. 


Ergo—The goodneſs of Providence muſt 
mean, that, at leaſt for the preſent, this 


ſhould be the mode of electing a chief 
miniſter in this country. 


* See that gentleman” s curious Travels into Liliput, Abyſ- 
unia, & c. &. 


| Again, 


Torn 


* - ” Vo. = — £ . by A — A .. OI * 
— wee, 2 7 2 . * - * — T 9 2 
8 . tn ina nnd I fe. ib. 1 TE In +>, — + 8 --" '- 
22 re * AA 2 - — * — "> woe — - 
i p F — : 


— — 


— "4 pe — — = * * - 
ere — —— gt 


*- 

o 1 — 

3 8 — 2 „. oo - 
. of = 3 
—— — — - - * 7 - 

S 2 

7 2 Y 5 

2 — - = 

— b 


TIA WS 
— — 
— — 
I 5 
_ 


= 


ee Re YEE Eu Ld 
TIN RIS: > * 
_— 

— 


fl 

{1 

I 
Wo 4 | 
„ | 
" 08 * 
1 4 
110 
"= }j 
Th 
$03 
"ith 
in 
1 . uy 
RE 
A: 13: 
7 +; 


| 


58 NATHAN To LORD NoRTH. 


Again, the emperor would ſometimes propoſe 
three fine ſilken threads, blue, red, and green, as 


prizes for thoſe perſons whom he choſe to diſ- 


tinguiſh by a peculiar mark of his favour. The 
ceremony was this: His Majeſty held a ſtick in 
his' hands, both ends parallel to the horizon, 
while the candidates, advancing one by one, 


ſometimes leaped over the ſtick, ſometimes 


creeped under it, backwards and forwards ſeve- 
ral times, according as the ſtick was raiſed or de- 
preſſed. Whoever performed this part with 
moſt agility, and held out the longeſt in leaping 
and creeping, was rewarded with the blue, the 
next with the red, and the third with the green 
Neither could you ever, at this rate, have diſ- 
graced the order of the Garter by being one of 


its knights, 


A Gulliver, who ſhould juſt now touch at this 
iſland in his voyages, would report, from an in- 
ſpection of you and your compeer Rigby, &c. 
&c. that it is with us as in China; that honours 
and places are conferred on the fatteſt ſubjects; 
and that the Emperor himſelf, like his majeſty of 
China, is weighed every year, and that, accord- 
ingly as he has happily advanced or decreaſed 
an ounce or more in bulk, the whole kingdom 


rejoice or put themſelves into a court mourn- 


ing. eee 
* The 
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The Lilliputian mode of election to the great 
dignities and offices in a ſtate I humbly adviſe 
| ſhould be adopted in this country. Perhaps at 


the next fitting of the ſubcommittee for Weſt⸗ 


minſter, they may think this worth adding to 
their important propoſals for the benefit of our 
_ conſtitution, Indeed I do not ſee why it may 
not hereafter become the eſtabliſhed mode of 
election to parliament. Nor do I propoſe this 
ſcheme becauſe I am conſcious I ſhould be able 
to produce a legal qualification, inaſmuch as I 
am ſpare and thin of body, and ſhould there- 
for be calculated to make a figure at leap-frog 
and hop-ſtep-and-jump and governing kingdoms 
but becauſe I am morally perſuaded it would be 
a mode almoſt as wiſe as that of electing a man 
repreſentative to Parliament, becauſe he i is fa- 
mous for making ſpeeches, for writing plays, or 
for not beating the French when he commanded 
a ſuperior fleet. Above all, I propoſe this 
ſcheme, becauſe it would effectually exclude Lord 
North; for, ſhould any one be ſo ignorant of 
your Lordſhip as to aſk me who « the worlt 
and moſt dangerous character in the kingdom, [ 
would inſtantly anſwer Thou art the man. 
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